
Spanish Challenges
Mª Antonia Carrato Mena

Subdirectorate General for Libraries Coordination
Ministry of Education, Culture and Sport

Spain



Efforts

• Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports’ efforts 
to create digital content and to incorporate it to 
Europeana:
– Virtual Library of Historical Newspaper
– Virtual Library of Bibliographic Heritage
– Anual grants for digitalitation projects

• Dates: Hispana 3.523.000/ 1.700.000 digital 
objects = 8,5% of the Europeana total.

• Objective: Make visible the Spanish content in 
Internet in a normalized way (EDM, Linked Open 
Data, semantic web).



Europeana

MECD participate in several projects:
• Europeana version 2.0

– Aim: ensure the continued running and 
development of Europeana from October 2011 
to February 2014.

• Europeana Awareness
– It is a best practice Network designed to:

• Publicise Europeana to users, policy makers, polititians 
and cultural heritage organisations in every Member 
State.



Europeana

• Promote its use by a broad public for a variety of 
purposes.

• Develop new partnerships.
• Put in place new distribution channels for Europeana 

content working with the tourism sector.
• Futher encourage cultural institutions to continue to 

provide content.



Europeana
National Conference on Public Libraries
Burgos (Spain) 9-10 October
Theme: “Individual Memory: Global Heritage”

Participation of Europeana:
– Possibility of a workshop.
– Possibility of inviting the Network of 100 

European Public Libraries that participate in the 
pilot of Awareness to attend.



E-Books. Situation

• The offer titles in electronic format has increased, 
but it is still small (2,4% of the whole Spanish 
publisher market).

• The price of books is fixed by law and the VAT for 
e-books is 18% (print books 4%).

• Negotiation with publishers is taking place.



E-Books. Actions

• MECD keeps working in the famework of the 
Council for Library Cooperation, specially in its E- 
Book Working Group.

• Several meetings with publishing sector and 
companies that offer different platform models.

• Objectives: to manage e-books lending, analysing 
all the e-reading models and types arising in 
Spain.



E-Books. Actions
• E-readers with contents in the public domain were 

sent to all the State Public Libraries in Spain from 
this Ministry between 2010 and 2011.

• Council for Library Cooperation (March 2012) a 
further step was taken  A plan to promote from 
our Ministry the incorporation of e-books lending 
management systems in public libraries and the 
acquisition of content with copyright to meet the 
demands of the readers.



Thank you!
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